Early Literacy for Toddlers with Hearing Loss

One of my earlies: memaories is of siting nesd to my dod, my
older sister on his other side, lstening with ropt atenlion as he
brought a story ko life. More than once | have wondered what
my father would have done dwing bedtfime reading it one of
his fve children hod been bom with a hearing loss

For tomilies of bihricrthree year olds who are deat or hard of
hearing, “book fime” is o recuring concern. Typicol questions
ond comments include;

* How con | reod ko my son when he doesn’t hear the
words?

* | con't cuddle my doughier on mry lop like | did with mvy
other children when we read, becouse then she con't
sea my bocel

* How con | sign about the pictures, hold the book, and
have eye condact with my son all at the some time?

* | Iry 1o read 1o my doughser, but she just won't hold sl
leng encugh
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these challenges, ond o variety of resources 1o help them leom
e ways 10 insfill a love of reading in their infonts and
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residual hearing, bookreading puts the parent’s voice of on
ideal distance from the child's ear o maximize cpportuniies o
hear the spoken words, Siting so that the loddler can swilch
attention from the pictures 1o parent’s foce provides additonal
informabion about the meaaning and visuol lealures af the
languoge conlained in the siory

Porents who are using a borm of signed language within their
families con pick up fips by observing how deaf parents read
ko thair deat children, Dave Schleper, o reading specialist at
Galloudat University in Washingion, D.C., lists bifteen
“Principles for Reading i Deof Children” that he gleaned from
research on reading by deot adults. Many of these con be
odapted for ary communication approoach that a family is
using, whether it involves American Sign longuoge, a form of
signed English, or an orakoural method. Some of these
p-'lr'h:uﬂ'&:- crg |usl Q{H}d basic deirrg wimiplﬂs e army child
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* keep signing ond writen English visible
* gre not conshrained by the et
* reread siories on o “slorylelling” lo “sory reading”
conlinuum
* lollorss the child's lead

* adjust signing shde Io fit the siory.

* connect concepls in the story o the real wond
* yse eye gaze lo elicil paricipation.

* provide a positive and reinforcing environment.

The most impariant princiche of all is: Decf recders expect the
child 1o bacome literate

Specialized early intervention programs for young children with
hearing loss can help with specific sirategies and guidance for
promaling prediteracy and emearging lileracy ot birfrio-thres
year olds whe are deaf or hard of hearing.

Alse, Washinglon Sensory Disabilibes Services W5D5) hosts
the Shared Reading Yideo Ouireach Project, a live inleractive
videaconlerencing peogram that helps parents and educators
learm how W0 sign/read children’s books o young childran with
hearing koss fwww.srvop.crg). To find out if one of SRVOP's 23
sites is located near you, of for information on infonks &
toddlers with hearing loss, vision impaiment, or deat-blindnass,
contact W30S or. B0O/572-7000 or [206) 43946525 [King

and Fierce Counlies),
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